
3rd Grade Language Arts Packet (Cover Letter) 

Week of April 13-17 

Day One, April 13, “Zel, the Gentle Donkey” – Pages 22-27  

Passage to read  

Questions and Answers 

*Writing Response: Included on pages 26 and 27- You can use the lines on pages 26 
and 27 to write your response. The directions tell you to use details from the story to 
answer this prompt. Remember that means to look back at the passage and, “Show me 
the proof!” 

****Additional “Tools for Instruction” are included on pages 28, 29, and 30. This is 
included for families to use as a resource for determining the message, lesson, or 
moral of a story/passage while working on these pages.  Read the instructions and 
guide the student through the activity.  

Day Two, April 14, “How the Bat Got Wings”- Pages 38-39 

Passage to read 

Questions and Answers 

*Writing Prompt: What is your favorite animal that can fly? Why do you like it? 
Where does it live? Describe the animal using adjectives (describing words).  

Day Three, April 15, “True or False” – Pages 41-46 

Passage to read 

Questions and Answers 

*Writing Prompt included on page 46 *You may want to use “sequence of events” 
words to retell the story in your own words like the directions tell you to do. 

(First, Then, Next, After that, and Last are some ways that you may begin some of 
your sentences.)  

 



Day Four, April 16, “Following the Stars” – Pages 47-51 

Passage to read 

Questions and Answers 

*No writing prompt required for today! If you want an extra activity for the day, using 
your speaking and listening skills, have a conversation with a family member(s) about 
taking a nature walk in the summer. Discuss where you may go for your walk, how 
you would get there, and what you might see as you and your family have this 
adventure. Be creative! Enjoy the conversation. If you don’t have anyone to talk to 
this about, you can imagine what it might be like if you and your family/friends could 
take a nature walk one day.  

 

Day Five, April 17, “Grammar - Possessive Nouns” – Pages 52-53 

Read the directions and complete pages 52 and 53.  

Once you are finished with page 53, please write a sentence using a possessive noun. 
You can use the last blank page of this packet. After you write your sentence, draw a 
picture to match it. You may write more sentences with possessive nouns and draw 
matching pictures if you wish! (You are only required to do one, but we would love 
for you to do a few more!) 

*If you can’t think of a possessive noun to use, you may look page on page 53 and use 
one(s) from that page.  

 

Try your best! Contact your reading teachers if you have any questions about this 
work!  

                                    

                                      Sincerely, 

 Your Third Grade Reading Teachers 
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128 Lesson 8 Determining the Central Message

Genre: Folktale

1  Long ago, there was a gentle donkey named Zel. Everyone in 
town loved Zel because she was so pleasant and kind. But Zel’s owner, 
Madame Charity, was angry and mean. She was so mean that she threw 
rocks at birds for singing too loud. She yelled at little boys when they 
laughed. But she was the meanest of all to poor Zel.

2  Every Saturday, Madame Charity sold sugar and rice at a market. 
Whoever arrived earliest sold the most. But Madame Charity always 
woke up late. Then she got angry and yelled at Zel, who had done 
nothing wrong.

3  In a huff, Madame Charity would then load heavy bags of rice and 
sugar onto Zel’s back. Last, she climbed on top of it. “Hurry, Zel!” she 
yelled. “Get me to market as fast as you can!” Although Zel always 
trotted as fast as she could, it was never fast enough for Madame Charity.

WORDS TO KNOW
As you read, look 
inside, around, and 
beyond these words 
to figure out what 
they mean.

• trotted/trotting

• stall

the Gentle Donkey
a folktale from Haiti

Read

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

Day 1, April 13
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129Lesson 8 Determining the Central Message

4  One day, Zel’s friend Touloulou the crab visited. “Did you have a 
good day at the market?” asked Touloulou.

5  “Madame Charity was mad at me all day. I work as hard as I can, but 
she is always mean to me.”

6  “Madame Charity is always late. She won’t blame herself, so she 
blames you,” said Touloulou.

7  “Yes,” said Zel. “And because everyone is afraid of her angry tongue, 
she never sells much at the market.”

8 “I will help you,” said Touloulou.
9  The next Saturday, Madame Charity woke up at 9 a.m. “Oh, no! I’m 

late again!” she yelled. As she tossed her heavy bags onto Zel’s back, 
Touloulou the crab grabbed onto the hem of her long skirt. Madame 
Charity climbed on Zel’s back. Touloulou held tightly to her skirt.

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.
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10  Zel started trotting. Madame Charity remembered how late she was. 
She opened her mouth to speak angrily, but Touloulou pinched her 
ankle.

11  “Ouch!” Madame Charity rubbed her ankle. She forgot how late she 
was. But soon she remembered. “Faster, Zel! Faster!” she yelled.

12 Again Touloulou pinched Madame Charity’s ankle.
13 “Ouch!” shouted Madame Charity.
14 When they got to the market, Madame Charity saw that someone 

had taken the stall she liked to use. In a fit of rage, Madame Charity 
opened her mouth to yell. For the third time, Touloulou pinched her 
ankle. Madame Charity screamed.

15 “What’s wrong?” people asked.
16  “Hurrying to get to market, I must have hurt my ankle. It’s very 

painful. Ouch! Ouch! Ouch!”
17 The fish seller said, “Madame Charity, you should get up earlier. Then 

you will not have to rush. Next week, I will wake you at 6 a.m.”
18  “Thank you,” said Madame Charity. She was surprised at the man’s 

kindness.
19  “Let me fix your ankle,” said the fruit seller. In the  

past, the fruit seller had not talked to Madame Charity.  
Today he felt sorry for her.

20  When Madame Charity saw how kind everyone  
was, she smiled. For the first time, she sold all of  
her rice and sugar. At the end of the day, she  
saddled Zel gently and rode quietly home.

21  From that day on, Madame Charity  
tried not to raise her voice in anger.  
Sometimes she got angry, but she kept it  
to herself. And Zel the gentle donkey  
was happy at last.
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Think Use what you learned from reading the selection to respond to 
these questions.

1  Which detail in the first part of the story explains why Madame 
Charity is cruel to Zel?

A Zel does not walk to the market as fast as she is able to.

B Madame Charity is always angry and mean.

C Madame Charity does not have enough sugar and rice to sell.

2  Describe how Touloulou helps Zel.

3  This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then answer Part B.

Part A
What is the central message of this story?

A Honesty is the best policy.

B Kindness gets better results than anger.

C Things are not always as they appear.

Part B
Which sentence from the story is most important to the central 
message of the story?

A “’Madame Charity, you should get up earlier.’”

B “Then she got angry and yelled at Zel. . . .”

C “From that day on, Madame Charity tried not to raise her 
voice in anger.”



26© 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved. Grade 3 • Packet 1, Section 1

Independent Practice
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4  What is the meaning of the word market as it is used in this sentence 
from the story?

Every Saturday, Madame Charity sold sugar and rice 
at a market.

A a store where food and spices are bought

B a place where people buy and sell things

C a street fair where people gather

 Write A central message of “Zel, the Gentle Donkey” is that being 
kind to others can cause good things to happen. Explain how the 
actions of the characters in the story show this central message.

5  Plan Your Response Make a list of things from the story that tell 
about the kindness of some of the characters.

6  Write an Extended Response Review the central message of 
“Zel, the Gentle Donkey.” Explain how the characters in the story 
help deliver this message. Use details from the story to support 
your answer.
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Learning Target
Explain why understanding the central message of a story will 
help you understand the text you read. 

133Lesson 8 Determining the Central Message©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.
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Reading Comprehension I  Grade 3 I  Determine Message, Lesson, or Moral I  Page 1 of 3

Determine Message, Lesson, or Moral
An important part of reading development is recognizing that a story is likely to convey a message or lesson, 
and learning how to read closely to determine it. Some stories teach a lesson explicitly, while other stories have 
lessons that are implied. Determining an implied lesson can be hard for readers because it requires them to go 
beyond retelling events to more sophisticated skills, such as analyzing details and making inferences. When 
teaching students how to determine the message, lesson, or moral of a story, it is helpful to use stories with 
stated and unstated morals so that students can gain confidence in finding the message as they progress from 
concrete to abstract thinking. 

Three Ways to Teach

Analyze a Stated Message, Lesson, or Moral 20–30 minutes

Scaffold students’ ability to determine the message in any story by analyzing stories with stated messages. Help 
them think about the way the author uses details and shapes events in order to teach a lesson.

• Choose a brief fable—a story with an explicitly stated moral—and read it aloud. Then model for students
how to identify the moral and think about how the details in the story point to the lesson readers should
learn. The following example is based on Aesop’s “The Boy Who Cried Wolf.” 

In a fable, we are told the story’s lesson at the very end. The lesson is called a moral. So what is the moral 
of this story? The last line says, “Nobody believes a liar, even when he is telling the truth!” Let’s think about 
how the details in the story make this lesson clear. We read that the boy was bored and that he lied about 
seeing the wolf to amuse himself. We also read that the villagers were very upset that they had been tricked, 
especially the second time. When the boy really sees a wolf, nobody believes him. These details match the 
moral stated at the end, that “nobody believes a liar.” No one in the village trusted the boy because of his lies. 

• Distribute and display Message, Lesson, or Moral Chart (page 3), and work together to record details from
the story on the chart. Explain to students that the chart is a useful way for them to see how details are
connected to one moral or big idea.

• Then provide a selection of other fables for students to practice with independently. Have students work in
pairs to read a fable and identify its moral, stated at the end. Have them use the message, lesson, or moral
chart to connect story details to the overall lesson. Remind them to think carefully about characters’ words
and actions, as well as what happens and why.

• Invite pairs to share their work with the class.

Family Resource
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Reading Comprehension I  Grade 3 I  Determine Message, Lesson, or Moral I  Page 2 of 3

Determine an Unstated Message, Lesson, or Moral 10–15 minutes

As students begin to read chapter books, teach them how to think about details and events in order to figure 
out the lesson the author wants readers to learn. 

Choose a section from a current story, or reflect on an entire story that students have recently finished reading. 
Say, The author uses the key events in the story to show readers what can happen as a result of certain choices. The 
author expects us, as readers, to think about what we can learn from these events. Then model how to determine an 
unstated message by asking questions about what you read. The following example is based on Charlotte’s Web, 
by E. B. White.

What decision did Charlotte make? (to write a message in her web)
Why did she make it? (to help save Wilbur from slaughter)
What happened because of that decision? (Wilbur was chosen for the fair.)
What did everyone learn? (Big or small, we can use what we have to help others.)

Point out that the answer to the last question is the author’s message. Help students think about how this 
message applies to other stories they have read, and to their own lives.

Convey a Message, Lesson, or Moral 30–45 minutes

Connect to Writing Ask students to think of a lesson they would want to teach a younger sibling or friend. 
You might suggest lessons about telling the truth or being nice to one another. Tell them to write their lesson 
at the top of a piece of lined paper. Then have them each craft a brief story that effectively conveys their lesson. 
If students need additional support, you might organize them in pairs or small groups to brainstorm. Invite 
volunteers to share their stories with the class, and discuss the lessons in each story.

Check for Understanding

If you observe… Then try…

difficulty identifying an unstated moral first checking comprehension by asking them to retell 
or summarize the story in their own words. Then help 
them identify the moral using guiding questions such 
as these: 

What was the main character’s problem?
How did that problem get solved?
Did you think the character did the right or wrong thing?
What did we learn from this example?

Family Resource
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Reading Comprehension I  Grade 3 I  Determine Message, Lesson, or Moral I  Page 3 of 3

Name

Message, Lesson, or Moral Chart

Message, Lesson, or Moral

Details Details Details

Family Resource
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Genre: FolktaleRead

How the Bat Got

Wings
a Cherokee Nation tale

1  A long time ago, the bat was a tiny mammal. It had no wings. One day, 
the mammals and birds decided to play a game. The birds played on one 
team, and the mammals played on the other team.

2  The bat wanted to play with the mammals, but the mammals laughed at 
her size. “You are too small,” they said.

3  So the bat asked to play with the birds. The birds said, “You don’t have 
wings, but we can make you some out of a drum.” The birds stretched the 
skin of a drum into wings.

4  The birds put the wings on the bat and said, “Flap your wings.” The bat 
jumped off a tree and flapped her wings, but she didn’t fly in a straight line 
like the birds. Instead, she flew every which way in a crazy, zigzag pattern.

5  The birds let the bat play on their team. Just as she had done before, the 
bat flew in a crazy, zigzag pattern. The mammals on the other team could 
not catch the bat. The bat scored the winning points for the birds.

6  When the game was over, the mammals said, “Who is that superstar on 
your team?”

7 The birds said, “It is the bat. We gave her wings.”
8  The mammals did not know what to say. After all, they had refused to 

let the tiny bat play on their team. The mammals had learned their lesson. 
From that day on, they let any animal of any size play on their team.

Which details would you 
include to recount the 
story? Underline the 
most important ones.

Close Reader Habits

Day 2, April 14



39© 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved. Grade 3 • Packet 1, Section 2

Recounting Stories Lesson 7

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted. 111Lesson 7 Recounting Stories

Think

1  Number the items to show the order of some events in the story.

 The bat flies in a crazy, zigzag pattern. 

 The birds make wings for the bat. 

 The mammals do not let the bat play on their team. 

2  Why do the birds win the game?

A The mammals cannot follow the bat’s movements.

B The mammals are surprised to see the bat on the team.

C The mammals refuse to play against a bat.

Talk 

3  Using key details from the text, talk to your partner about how the 
bat’s way of flying helps the birds win. 

Write

When you get ready 
to recount a story, 
choose the most 
important details.



What is your favorite animal that can fly?  Why do you like it?  Where does 
it live?  Describe the animal using adjectives (describing words).

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________



41© 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved. Grade 3 • Packet 1, Section 2

Independent Practice

Genre: FolktaleRead

114 Lesson 7 Recounting Stories

1  There once were three poor brothers who loved to tell tall tales. They 
traveled throughout the countryside telling wild stories. They always 
claimed that their tales were true, but no one ever believed them.

2  One day, the three brothers met a rich traveler. The man was dressed 
in fine clothes and wore shining jewels. The brothers wanted his things. 
“Let’s ask him to play a game. Each of the four of us will tell a tale of a 
past adventure. The rule is that if anyone doubts the truth of another’s 
story, he must become that person’s servant. The man will never believe 
our stories. Getting him to doubt our stories will be like rolling off a  
log. He will have to become our servant.”

3  The others liked this plan. They did not want a servant. But they 
wanted the man’s fine things. The man agreed to the game.

4  The first brother told a story of how he had climbed a tree and  
could not get down. So he ran to a nearby cottage and borrowed  
a rope.

5  The second brother told of jumping into the stomach of a tiger  
who wanted to eat him. “I made such a fuss that the tiger spit me  
out,” he said.

WORDS TO KNOW
As you read, look 
inside, around, and 
beyond these words 
to figure out what 
they mean.

• fuss

• disbelief
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True or False
a folktale from Myanmar (Burma)

Day 3, April 15



42© 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved. Grade 3 • Packet 1, Section 2

Recounting Stories Lesson 7

115Lesson 7 Recounting Stories

6  The third told of helping the village fishermen. He said he turned into 
a fish and jumped into the river. There, he turned back into a man and 
killed the big fish that were eating all the little fish. 

7  The rich man listened to the three tales without saying one word 
of disbelief. Then he told his story. He said he was searching for three 
servants who had run away from him.

8 “You three must be the ones I am looking for,” he said.
9  The brothers looked at him with alarm. If they doubted him, they 

must become his servants. That was their rule. But if they said his story 
was true, they would have to become his servants too!

10 They said nothing.
11 Finally, the man said he would let them go if they promised never to 

tell tall tales again.
12 The brothers agreed, and they kept their promise.
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Think Use what you learned from reading the selection to respond to 
these questions.

1  Number the items to show the order of some events in the story.

 Each brother told his make-believe story. 

 Three brothers talked a rich traveler into playing a game.

 The rich man made them promise not to tell tall tales.

 The rich man told them a story. 

 The rich man did not question the brothers’ stories. 

 The brothers realized they were trapped. 

2  This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then answer Part B.

Part A
Why did the three brothers want to play a game with the traveler?

A They wanted to see if he would believe their tall tales.

B They wanted to trick him so they could have what he owned.

C They disliked people who had more money than they did.

Part B
Write a sentence from paragraph 2 that supports the answer you 
chose for Part A.

1

6
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Recounting Stories Lesson 7

3  Which is the best recounting of the third brother’s story?

A He plays a trick on the fishermen. He pretends to be a big fish 
catching small ones.

B He gets away from the fishermen by swimming in the river 
like a fish.

C He helps the fishermen. He turns himself into a fish and then 
back into a person to kill a big fish.

4  Which is the best description of the brothers’ problem at the end of 
the folktale?

B The rich man believes that the brothers are the runaway 
servants he is looking for.

C The brothers promise never to tell tall tales again as they 
know they should not be doing that.

D No matter how the brothers answer the rich man, they will 
have to become his servants.
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5  Which two details could you leave out when recounting this story?

A The brothers tell their tales throughout the countryside.

B The brothers ask a rich traveler to play a game.

C A tiger spit one brother out after eating him.

D The rich man said nothing about the brothers’ stories.

6  Reread these sentences from paragraph 2.

The man will never believe our stories. Getting him to doubt 
our stories will be like rolling off a log.

What does the word doubt mean in this context?

A dislike

B understand

C mistrust
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Learning Target
Explain why recounting the events in a story will help you 
understand it. 

Write

7  Short Response Use your own words to recount the folktale. Be 
sure to write about the events in the sequence that they happen in 
the story. 
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Assessment 3

Reading

Read the passage. Then answer the questions that follow.

Following the Stars
by Krista O’Connell

1  “Wait up!” Robert said,  hurrying along the forest path.
2  Jake stopped for a moment, letting his eyes adjust to the semi-darkness around him. 

Thankfully, there was plenty of moonlight. “You’re too slow,” he called. “Hurry up!” 
3  “No, you’re too fast,” Robert replied with a smile. “Slow down!” This was a regular joke 

between the two boys. They had been friends for as long as either could remember. And they 
were as different as they could be. 
  4   But this evening, Jake wasn’t in the mood for joking. They were completing the final test 
for their summer nature camp. They had to find the North Star and follow it until they came to 
an open field. The counselors would be waiting for them beside a toasty warm campfire. Each 
of the boys wore a whistle. If either blew the whistle, it would be a signal they were lost. 
 5  Robert was calm. He had spent lots of time hiking, even at night. But his friend was in a 
rush and getting worried. This was Jake’s first time out of the city. He wanted to get to the safety 
of the campfire as quickly as he could. “I’m going to blow my whistle. What were they thinking 
letting us wander around the woods alone at night?” Jake griped, standing close to Robert.
 6  “Take it easy!” Robert patted Jake on the back. “We just have to use what we learned. 
Let’s break it down into steps. We can do this!” 
 7  Jake took a deep breath. “Okay, okay. I guess we’re not in any danger yet. First things 
first, find the Big Dipper,” Jake said. The two boys stood still and looked up. For a moment, 
they forgot about their task and stood in awe of the sight. Away from the lights of the city, the 
black sky was bursting with stars. 
 8  But soon the boys remembered their job and began searching for the stars that formed 
the Big Dipper. “There!” Robert shouted, pointing his finger at a patch of stars.

Day 4, April 15
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 9  Jake looked up to where Robert 
was pointing. He smiled when he saw a 
familiar shape among the tangle of stars. 
“Okay, let’s go,” Jake said, and started 
walking quickly away from their spot in 
the forest.
10  Robert grabbed his shoulder. “Wait, 
let’s take our time. We want to be sure we 
get it right,” Robert said, shaking his 
head. Jake was always jumping into things 
too fast. “What’s the next step?”
11  Jake sighed. “I guess you’re right. 
Okay, the next thing is to find the two 
stars at the end of the Big Dipper, on the 
side of the cup across from the handle,” 
Robert said. 
12  “There they are,” Jake said. He 
pointed to the picture, and then up into the sky. 
13  “Now, we just have to imagine a line connecting the stars. The end of the line should 
point to the North Star,” Robert recalled. They soon saw the star that shone brighter than many 
of the others around it. They began walking toward it, hoping their decision was the right one.
14  They didn’t have to travel far. Within minutes, they could see the warm glow of a 
campfire through the trees. When they proceeded into the clearing, everyone clapped and 
cheered. “Told you we wouldn’t need the whistle,” Robert told Jake with a grin and a friendly 
whack on the back. 
15  “I guess you were right…for once,” Jake said, smiling. He was proud that he hadn’t given 
up and blown the whistle. As the friends walked toward the fire, they knew they would 
remember how those stars had helped them find their way, long after they returned home. 
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1 Which sentence from “Following the Stars” tells what Jake and Robert must do 
for their final test at camp?

A “Jake stopped for a moment, letting his eyes adjust to the semi-darkness 
around him.”

B “They were completing the final test for their summer nature camp.”

C “They had to find the North Star and follow it until they came to an 
open field.”

2 Why does Robert grab Jake’s shoulder in paragraph 10 of “Following 
the Stars”?

A to stop Jake from walking into a clump of poison ivy

B to get Jake to slow down and carefully find the North Star

C to ask Jake to blow the whistle to let everyone know they are lost
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3 The following question has two parts. First, answer part A. Then, answer part B.

Part A

Read this sentence from the story.

Away from the lights of the city, the black sky was bursting with stars.

Which of the following best describes the meaning of the word “bursting” as it 
is used in this sentence?

B blowing up

C flying apart

D completely filled

Part B

Which sentence from the story best supports the answer to part A?

A “Jake stopped for a moment, letting his eyes adjust to the semi-darkness 
around him.”

B “He had spent lots of time hiking, even at night.”

C “They soon saw the star that shone brighter than many of the others 
around it.” 
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4 Which sentence best begins a retelling of “Following the Stars”?

A Jake and Robert are taking their final test at summer nature camp. 

B Jake and Robert find the Big Dipper and the North Star. 

C Jake and Robert proudly walk into the clearing following the stars. 

5 Select the two sentences that best tell how the picture in “Following the Stars” 
helps readers better understand the story.

C It shows what Jake and Robert saw in the sky that night.

D It shows how Jake and Robert feel during the test.

E It shows that Robert is more at ease in the woods than Jake.

F It shows how alone Jake and Robert are out in the dark woods.
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Lesson Title
Lesson # X.#.#: 

Language Handbook Lesson 20 Possessive Nouns

Possessive Nouns
Lesson 20

Some nouns show that a person or animal owns something. A noun 
that shows ownership is called a possessive noun. For example, the girl’s hat means that the 
girl owns or has the hat. The tiger’s fur means that the fur belongs to the tiger.

• To form the possessive of a singular noun, add an apostrophe (’) and then an -s.

seller + ’s The ticket seller’s booth is at the front of the zoo.

• To form the possessive of a plural noun, add an apostrophe (’) after the -s.

lions + ’ The lions’ area is near the back of the zoo.

Introduction

1  a  key (zookeeper)

2 several  ears (bunnies)

3 one  flippers (penguin)

4 a few  tails (foxes) 

5 three  brooms (cleaners)

6 a  tickets (guest)

7 some  nests (cranes)

8 an  egg (emu)

   Write the possessive form of the noun in parentheses ( ) to 
complete each phrase.

Guided Practice

HINT How can
you tell if the 
possessive noun 
should be singular or 
plural? Look at the 
ending of the noun in 
( ). Also look for clue 
words, such as a, 
one, several, and few.

Day 5, April 17
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Independent Practice

Language Handbook Lesson 20 Possessive Nouns

1  Several workers pails had food for the 
animals.

B workers

C worker’s

D workers’

2  The workers put bottles in a few babies 
mouths.

A babies’

B babie’s’

C babies

3  The zookeeper pointed out three 
ostriches strong legs.

A ostriche’s’s

B ostriches

C ostriches’

4  There was a big spray of water from  
an elephants trunk.

A elephants

B elephant’s

C elephants’s

5  We loved seeing one peacocks  
colorful feathers.

A peacocks’

B peacocks

C peacock’s

For numbers 1–5, choose the correct way to write each underlined noun.



Write a sentence using a possessive noun.  

After you write your sentence, draw a picture to match it.

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________
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     Use with Ready Instruction Lesson 21A

Dear Family,

Problems about money may involve comparing amounts of money, 
rounding amounts to the nearest dollar, or making change.

Eli has two $1 bills, 5 quarters, and 4 nickels. Nina has the collection 
of money shown. Who has more money? How much more?

You can count the bills and coins in each collection, then compare.

Eli: 2 dollars 1 1 dollar 1 25 cents 1 20 cents 5 3 dollars and 45 cents

Nina: 3 dollars 1 50 cents 1 20 cents 5 3 dollars and 70 cents

3 dollars and 70 cents 2 3 dollars and 45 cents 5 25 cents

Nina has 25 cents more than Eli.

Your child is also solving problems about making change, like this one.

Nina wants a toy that costs 2 dollars and 80 cents. She pays using 
three $1 bills. How much change will she get?

5

Three $1 bills is equal to two $1 bills and 10 dimes. Cross out  
the toy’s cost. Nina will get back 20 cents in change. 

Invite your child to do the following activity with you.

This week your child is learning to solve 
problems involving bills and coins.
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Making Change Activity

Materials: flyers or catalogs that show prices of food, toys, or clothing; 
scissors; real money (optional)

• Together, choose a flyer or catalog.

• Help your child cut out the pictures below of the money needed for 
the purchase. If possible, use real money instead.

• Pick something from the flyer or catalog that costs less than $5. 
Pay for the item using only dollar bills.

• Have your child make change by exchanging one dollar bill for a 
set of coins and then deducting the cost of the item.

• Make sure your child returns the correct amount of change. Ask 
your child to identify another set of coins that could have been 
used as change.
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Use What You Know

Lesson 21A Solve Problems About Money

Lesson 21A
Solve Problems About Money

a. What is the value of the $1 bills?

     dollars

b. What is the value of the coins?

 

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

 

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

     cents     cents 

c. What is the value of Alan’s bills and coins?     dollars and     cents

d. Explain how to find the value of a combination of bills and coins.

  

  

In this lesson, you learn to solve problems about money. Take a look at 
this problem.

Alan has these bills and coins in his pocket. What is the value of Alan’s money?

  

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

PA Core:  
CC.2.4.3.A.3

Eligible Content:  
M03.D-M.1.3.1 
M03.D-M.1.3.2 
M03.D-M.1.3.3
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Find Out More

Lesson 21A Solve Problems About Money

Some problems about money can be solved by comparing the value of bills and 
coins, and some problems about money can be solved by finding the amount of 
change from a purchase.

• You can compare the value of combinations of bills and coins.

 David donates three $1 bills, 7 quarters, and 4 nickels to a food bank. Zoe donates 
four $1 bills, 2 quarters, and 2 dimes. You can find who donates more money.

 

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

 

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents
penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

 David donates 4 dollars and 95 cents. Zoe donates 4 dollars and 70 cents.

 David donates more money because 4 dollars and 95 cents is greater than 4 dollars 
and 70 cents.

• You can make change with a combination of bills and coins.

 A bag of oranges costs 3 dollars and 60 cents. Latisha gives the sales clerk four 
$1 bills. You can find what bills or coins she receives for change.

5

 

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

 Latisha receives 40 cents in change.

Reflect
1  How can you show the money Alan has with a different set of bills and coins?
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Name:  

Prerequisite: Count Bills and Coins

Study the example showing how to find the value of 
a collection of coins. Then solve problems 1–8.

1  What is the value of the coins at the right?

 

2  What is the value of 4 quarters?

 

3  What is the value of the $1 bills at the right?

 

4  How many dimes are equal to 1 dollar?

 

Example

Miranda has these coins in her wallet.

What is the value of Miranda’s money?

Each quarter is 25 cents. 
2 quarters 5 50 cents

Each dime is 10 cents. 
2 dimes 5 20 cents

Each nickel is 5 cents. 3 nickels 5 15 cents

Each penny is 1 cent. 3 pennies 5 3 cents

The value of the coins is 50 cents 1 20 cents 1 15 cents 1 3 cents 5 88 cents.

Miranda has 88 cents.

Solve Problems About Money

Lesson 21A
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5  How many cents is 2 dimes, 6 nickels, and 7 pennies?

Show your work.

Solution:  

6  Leslie spends 6 quarters, 3 dimes, and 3 nickels. How 
much money does she spend?

Show your work.

Solution:  

7  The cost of a headband is modeled by the coins 
shown. What is the cost of the headband?

Show your work.

Solution:  

8  Rodrigo has the coins shown.

Draw another set of coins that has the same value as 
Rodrigo’s coins.

Solve.



Modeled and Guided Instruction

Learn About
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Lesson 21A

Comparing Amounts of Money

Read the problem below. Then explore different ways to compare 
combinations of bills and coins.

Ben has one $1 bill, 3 dimes, and 5 pennies. Selena has 4 quarters and 6 nickels. 
Who has more money? How much more?

Picture It You can show Ben and Selena’s bills and coins.

Ben:  

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 centsSelena: 

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents
penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

Model It You can model the value of the bills and coins using equations.

Add the values of the bill and each type of coin shown above.

Ben: 1 dollar 1 30 cents 1 5 cents 5 1 dollar and 35 cents

Selena: 1 dollar 1 30 cents 5 1 dollar and 30 cents
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Connect It Now you will solve the problem on the previous page by 
comparing and subtracting amounts of money. 

2  Compare the dollars. Are the dollars equal?  

 Compare the cents. Are the cents equal? Explain.  

 

 Write  or . .  
1 dollar and 35 cents     1 dollar and 30 cents

3  Write an equation to find the difference between 1 dollar and 35 cents and  

1 dollar and 30 cents.  

  

4  Who has more money, Ben or Selena? How much more?  

 

5  How could you change Selena’s set of coins so she and Ben have the same 

amount of money?  

Try It Use what you just learned about comparing amounts of money to 
solve these problems.

6  Juan has two $1 bills and 3 dimes. Bev has 8 quarters, 3 nickels, and 5 pennies.

 Who has more money? How much more?  

7  Otis has four $1 bills, 2 quarters, and 1 nickel. Pamela has three $1 bills, 5 quarters,

 3 dimes, and 2 pennies. Who has less money? How much less?  
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Name:  
Lesson 21A

Compare Amounts of Money

Study the example showing how to compare 
amounts of money. Then solve problems 1–5.

1  Adah has two $1 bills, 1 quarter, 3 dimes, and 7 pennies.  
Wyatt has two $1 bills, 4 dimes, 4 nickels, and 6 pennies.  
Who has more money? How much more?

Show your work.

Solution:  

2  Hadley has 3 quarters, 7 dimes, and 2 nickels. Name  
a collection of bills and coins that has a greater value.

 

 

Example

Eleanor has saved three $1 bills, 2 quarters, 7 dimes, and 
4 nickels. Thomas has saved the bills and coins shown. 
Who has saved more money? How much more?

Add the values of the bills and each type of coin.

Eleanor:  3 dollars 1 50 cents 1 70 cents 1 20 cents 5 
4 dollars and 40 cents

Thomas:  4 dollars 1 25 cents 1 10 cents 5 
4 dollars and 35 cents

Subtract to find the difference:

4 dollars and 40 cents 2 4 dollars and 35 cents 5 5 cents

Eleanor has saved 5 cents more than Thomas.
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3  Levi buys a bottle of water and a bag of pretzels  
using the bills and coins shown. Which item cost less  
money? How much less?

Show your work.

Solution:  

4  Francesca has three $1 bills, 2 quarters, 4 dimes, and  
1 nickel. Kim has two $1 bills, 5 quarters, 3 dimes, and  
5 pennies. Who has more money? How much more?

Show your work.

Solution:  

5  Chelsea and Aaliyah have each saved more than  
2 dollars. Chelsea has saved 35 cents more than  
Aaliyah. Draw sets of coins and bills that show how  
much money each of them could have saved.

Solve. Water

Pretzels



Modeled and Guided Instruction

Learn About
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Lesson 21A

Making Change

Read the problem below. Then explore ways to make change using 
combinations of bills and coins.

The price of a comic book is 3 dollars and 40 cents. Mike pays for the comic 
book with four $1 bills. How much change will he get?

Picture It You can trade one of the bills for coins that have a value of $1, 
then cross off the amount owed.

5

 

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

Solve It You can write the amount of money in cents, then subtract.

3 dollars and 40 cents is equal to 340 cents.

4 dollars is equal to 400 cents.

400 cents 2 340 cents 5 60 cents
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Connect It Now you will solve the problem on the previous page using 
an equation. 

8  What is the value of three $1 bills and 10 dimes as dollars and cents? 

     dollars and     cents

9  What is the price of the comic book?     dollars and     cents

10  Use your answers to problems 8 and 9 to write an equation that shows the change

 Mike gets.  

11  How is the method shown in Solve It similar to the method shown in Picture It?

 How is it different?  

 

 

12  How would you use bills and coins to solve the problem if the price of the comic

 book were 3 dollars and 50 cents? How would you use subtraction?

 

 

 

Try It Use what you just learned about making change to solve these 
problems.

13  A fruit bar costs 2 dollars and 75 cents. Linda pays with three $1 bills. How much

 does Linda get for change?  

14  A notebook costs 1 dollar and 30 cents. Sam pays with one $1 bill and 5 dimes. 

 How much does Sam get for change?  
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Name:  
Lesson 21A

Example

Admission to a county fair is 2 dollars and 25 cents. Gregory pays for his admission 
using three $1 bills. How much change will he get?

5

You can trade one of the bills for coins that have a value of $1, then cross off the amount 
owed. The value of three $1 bills is equal to two $1 bills and 4 quarters. Cross off the 
amount Gregory paid.

Count the coins that remain: 3 quarters, or 75 cents.

Gregory will receive 75 cents in change.

Make Change

Study the example showing how to make change 
using combinations of bills and coins. Then solve 
problems 1–6.

1  The price of a smoothie is 3 dollars and 60 cents. 
Charlotte pays for the smoothie with four $1 bills. 
How much change will Charlotte get?

Show your work.

Solution:  

2  Pedro has a lemonade stand. Each cup of lemonade 
costs 95 cents. A customer pays for a cup using one 
$1 bill. How much change should Pedro give the 
customer?

Show your work.

Solution:  
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3  A calendar costs 2 dollars and 5 cents. Alexander  
pays using the coins shown at the right. How much  
change will Alexander get?

Show your work.

Solution:  

4  One round of mini-golf costs 4 dollars and 20 cents.  
Mimi pays using five $1 bills. How much change will  
she get? Name one set of bills or coins she could get  
as change.

Show your work.

Solution:  

5  A granola bar costs 1 dollar and 5 cents. Lars pays  
using 5 quarters. How much change will he get?  
What bills or coins could he get for change?

Show your work.

Solution:  

6  Camila buys a cake using four $1 bills and 3 quarters.  
The price of the cake is 4 dollars and 60 cents. How  
much change will she get? Use two different sets of  
coins to describe the change.

Show your work.

Solution:  

Solve.



©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.238 Lesson 21A Solve Problems About Money

Read the problem below. Then explore different ways to round money to the 
nearest dollar.

Justin spent three $1 bills, 1 quarter, 2 dimes, and 2 pennies on a snack. About how 
many dollars did Justin spend? Round the cost of the snack to the nearest dollar.

Picture It You can use bills and coins to compare the cost of the snack to 
whole dollar amounts.

 Count the bills and coins to find how much Justin spent.
penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

Model It You can use a number line to figure out if you should round up or 
down to the nearest dollar.

Show the amount Justin spent by drawing jumps on the number line.

There are 100 cents in each dollar. The halfway point between 0 cents and 100 cents 
is 50 cents.

$3 50¢ $425¢ 75¢

Rounding Amounts of Money to the 
Nearest Dollar

Modeled and Guided InstructionLesson 21A

Learn About
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Connect It Now you will use the models on the previous page to solve the 
problem.

15  Look at the collection of money in Picture It. What is the value of three $1 bills, 
1 quarter, 2 dimes, and 2 pennies?     dollars and     cents

16  Between which whole dollar amounts is this cost?

  

17  Look at the number line in Model It. Think of 3 dollars and 50 cents as 350 cents. 
What is 350 rounded to the nearest hundred?  

18  Round 3 dollars and 50 cents to the nearest dollar.  

19  Which amounts shown on the number line round to 3 dollars? 

  

20  Which amounts shown on the number line round to 4 dollars?

  

21  What is the cost of Justin’s snack rounded to the nearest dollar?  

22  Explain how to round cents from 1 to 99 to the nearest dollar.

  

  

  

Try It Use what you just learned about rounding amounts of money to solve 
these problems.

23  Layla spent 1 dollar and 65 cents on a new pencil and some erasers. About how 
much did Layla spend? Round the amount to the nearest dollar.  

24  Carter says he paid about 3 dollars for a magazine. If Carter rounded the sale price 
of the magazine to the nearest dollar, what is the least possible price of the 
magazine? What is the greatest possible price?
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Round Amounts of Money to the Nearest Dollar

Study the example showing how to round an 
amount of money to the nearest dollar. Then solve 
problems 1–6.

1  Christina spent 3 dollars and 67 cents on some new 
highlighters. About how much did Christina spend? 
Round the amount to the nearest dollar.

Show your work.

Solution: about    dollars

2  Each ticket at a carnival costs 1 dollar and 50 cents. 
About how much does each ticket cost? Round the 
amount to the nearest dollar.

Show your work.

Solution: about    dollars

Example

Rory buys wrapping paper using the bills and coins 
shown. About how much does Rory spend? Round the 
cost of the wrapping paper to the nearest dollar.

Count the bills and coins to determine how much 
Rory spends.

2 dollars 1 75 cents 1 40 cents 1 6 cents 5

3 dollars and 21 cents

Think of 3 dollars and 21 cents as 321 cents.

To the nearest hundred, 321 rounds to 300.

300 cents 5 3 dollars

Rory spends about 3 dollars on wrapping paper.
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Solve.

3  Maryann bought a carton of strawberries using  
9 quarters, 2 dimes, and 3 pennies. What is the cost  
of the strawberries rounded to the nearest dollar?

Show your work.

Solution: about    dollars

4  Keisha bought a greeting card using the bills and  
coins shown. What is the cost of the greeting card  
rounded to the nearest dollar?

Show your work.

Solution: about    dollars

5  Stephen says he paid about 4 dollars for a souvenir.  
If Stephen rounded the price of the souvenir to the  
nearest dollar, what is the least possible price of the  
souvenir? What is the greatest possible price?

 

6  Cassie brings two $1 bills, 5 quarters, and 3 dimes on  
a field trip. Jordan brings three $1 bills, 1 dime, and  
5 nickels on the field trip. Cassie says these two  
amounts of money round to the same whole dollar  
amount. Is she correct? Explain.

 

 

 

 



Guided Practice

Practice
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Solving Problems About Money

Lesson 21A

Example

Pair/Share
How did you find the 
value of each set of 
bills and coins?

Pair/Share
How can you check 
your answer?

25  Mario has one $1 bill and 2 dimes. Sarah has one $1 bill, 6 nickels, 
and 2 pennies. Who has less money? How much less?

 Show your work.

Solution  

Tia puts 5 quarters and 3 nickels in a shoebox. She puts one  
$1 bill and 3 dimes in a piggy bank. Does Tia put more money  
in the shoebox or in the piggy bank? How much more?

You can show your work with pictures.

shoebox: 5¢ 5¢ 5¢25¢ 25¢ 25¢ 25¢ 25¢  5 1 dollar and 40 cents

piggy bank: $1 10¢ 10¢ 10¢  5 1 dollar and 30 cents

1 dollar and 40 cents 2 1 dollar and 30 cents 5 10 cents

Solution  

   

Study the example below. Then solve Problems 25–27.

The student found the 
value of each set of bills 
and coins before 
comparing.

A $1 bill equals 100 cents.

Tia puts 10 cents more in the shoebox than in the 

piggy bank.
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27  A package of pretzels costs 3 dollars and 30 cents. Silvia gives  
the sales clerk four $1 bills. What bills or coins does she get 
for change?

A 7 nickels 

B 7 dimes 

C one $1 bill and 7 dimes

D three $1 bills and 3 dimes

Rick chose A as the correct answer. How did he get that answer?

 

 

 

26  Victor buys a yogurt bar with one $1 bill, 4 quarters, and 4 nickels. 
What is the cost of the yogurt bar rounded to the nearest dollar?

 Show your work.

Solution  

Pair/Share
How could you use 
an equation to solve 
the problem?

What is the exact cost of 
the yogurt bar?

How can you model 
the problem with bills 
and coins?

Pair/Share
How could you use a 
number line to help 
solve the problem?



Practice
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Independent Practice

Solving Problems About Money

Lesson 21A

Solve the problems.

1  Tom has three $1 bills, 4 quarters, and 15 pennies. Maria has four $1 bills, 3 dimes, and 

5 pennies. Tell whether each sentence about the combinations of bills and coins is 

True or False.

a. Tom has more money than Maria.  True  False

b. Tom’s money is equal to 415 cents.  True  False

c. Maria has 20 cents more than Tom.  True  False

d. Rounded to the nearest dollar,  

Maria has about 5 dollars.  True  False

2  A puzzle book costs 4 dollars and 25 cents. Larry pays with five $1 bills. What does he 
get for change?

A 

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

 C 

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

B 

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

 D 

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

3  Kim has three $1 dollar bills, 7 dimes, and 1 nickel. Which collection of bills and coins 
has a greater value than Kim’s collection? Circle the letter for all that apply.

A three $1 dollar bills and 3 quarters 

B three $1 dollar bills and 8 dimes

C two $1 bills, 5 quarters, and 4 dimes

D two $1 dollar bills, 6 quarters, and 6 nickels



Self Check
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Go back and see what you can check off on the Self Check on page 213.

4  A whistle costs 2 dollars and 85 cents. Ryan pays for the whistle with three $1 bills. 
How much change does he get?

A 15 cents

B 85 cents

C 1 dollar and 15 cents

D 2 dollars and 85 cents

5  Bryan brings four $1 dollar bills, 1 quarter, and 2 dimes to the book fair. Kim  
brings three $1 dollar bills, 6 quarters, and 10 pennies. Bryan says these two amounts 
of money round to the same whole dollar amount. Is he correct? Explain.

  

  

  

  

6  Beth pays for a sandwich with three $1 bills and 3 quarters. The price of the sandwich 
is 3 dollars and 55 cents. What bills or coins does she get for change? Use two different 
sets of coins to describe the change.

 Show your work.

Answer  



©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted. 253Lesson 21A Solve Problems About Money

Name:  
Lesson 21A

2  A pack of stickers costs 2 dollars and 75 cents. Tina 
pays for the stickers with three $1 bills. How much 
change will she get?

Show your work.

Solution:  

1  Alexa has two $1 bills, 4 quarters, 3 dimes, and 
6 pennies. Lincoln has three $1 bills, 2 dimes, 2 nickels, 
and 1 penny. Tell whether each sentence about the 
combinations of bills and coins is True or False.

a. Alexa has 2 dollars and  
36 cents. u True u False

b. Lincoln has 3 dollars and  
31 cents. u True u False

c. Rounded to the nearest dollar,  
Alexa has 2 dollars. u True u False

d. Alexa has 5 cents more  
than Lincoln. u True u False

Solve Problems About Money

Solve the problems.

To find the value of 
a collection of bills 
and coins, combine 
the value of the bills 
and the value of the 
coins.

3  Mila has saved two $1 bills, 3 quarters, 4 dimes, and 
5 pennies. Which collections have a lesser value 
than Mila’s? Circle the letter for all that apply.

A three $1 bills, 2 quarters, 8 nickels, and 10 pennies

B two $1 bills, 1 quarter, and 7 dimes

C three $1 bills, 1 dime, and 1 nickel

D two $1 bills, 3 quarters, 5 nickels, and 20 pennies

Start by finding the 
value of Mila’s bills 
and coins.

How many cents are 
in 1 dollar?
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Solve.

4  A cab ride costs 3 dollars and 45 cents. Cora pays 
with four $1 bills. What does she get for change?

A 1 quarter, 2 dimes, and 2 nickels

B 5 dimes and 2 nickels

C two quarters and 3 nickels

D 10 nickels

Jaxson chose D as the correct answer. How did he 
get that answer?

 

 

 

What set of coins 
can equal a $1 bill?

5  Franklin wants a baseball card that costs 2 dollars 
and 65 cents. He has the collection of money shown. 
Does he have enough money to buy the card? If not, 
find how much more money he needs, and name 
one set of coins equal to this amount.

 

 

To compare two 
amounts of money, 
write each amount 
as a number of cents 
and then subtract.
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Lesson 21A Quiz
Ready® Mathematics

Solve the problems.

1  Liana has two $1 bills, 3 dimes, and 4 nickels. Which collection of bills and 
coins has a value less than the value of Liana’s collection?

A two $1 bills, 1 quarter, and 3 dimes

B two $1 bills, 1 dime, 8 nickels, and 10 pennies

C one $1 bill, 5 quarters, 3 dimes, and 5 pennies

D one $1 bill, 9 dimes, 10 nickels

2  An action figure costs 5 dollars and 65 cents. Raul pays with six $1 bills. 
What does he get for change? Circle the letter for all that apply.

A 

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

B 

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

C 

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

D 
penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents

penny

front back

1 cent

nickel

front back

5 cents

dime

front back

10 cents

quarter

front back

25 cents

dollar

front back

100 cents

half-dollar

front back

50 cents
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Lesson 21A Quiz continued

3  Ami has four $1 bills, 3 quarters, and 6 dimes. James has three $1 bills, 2 quarters, 
10 dimes, and 9 nickels. How much more money does Ami have than James?

A 40 cents

B 90 cents

C 1 dollar and 40 cents

D 1 dollar and 90 cents

4  Selena buys a game with three $1 bills, 1 quarter, 2 dimes, and 1 nickel. 
What is the cost of the game rounded to the nearest dollar?

Show your work. 

Answer: about         dollars

5  Noah needs 6 dollars and 15 cents to buy a model car. He counted his money. 
He has four $1 bills, 3 quarters, 8 dimes, and 5 nickels. Does Noah have enough 
money to buy the model car? If not, how much more does he need? Explain.

Show your work.

Answer:  

 

 



Name

Reuse, Reduce, Recycle
By Jennifer Kenny

Von and Hal
were Cub Scouts.
They were learning
to help Earth. Their
den leader took them
on a field trip to
learn more. Where
were they going?

The trip was to a recycling center.
The scouts went on a bus. As they
drove into the center they saw big hills.

"Wow!" the boys yelled. "Those
are cool! They would be great for our
sleds."

"Not really," Mr. Smith, the den
leader, said. "Do you know those hills
are part of the landfill?"

"What's a landfill?" Von asked.

"It's where your garbage is stored
for years and years. It has nowhere
else to go. They put it in big piles.
Then they cover it."

"Yuck!" Hal said.

"That's right," Mr. Smith said.
"You put something in the garbage. It
has to go somewhere. Our town puts it
here."

"That's awful. What can we do to
get rid of it?" Hal asked.

Mr. Smith said, "Good question.
That's what we will find out inside."

The den toured the recycling center.
The scouts learned a lot. They saw the
workers sort through bottles and papers.

The guide said, "Remember the 3
R's. That's how you help Earth.
Garbage does not just go away. We
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need to stop the waste before it gets to
the landfill. Reduce. Reuse. Recycle."

"What does reduce mean again?"
one scout asked.

"Reduce the garbage. That means
make less of it," the guide said. "Buy
things you will use. Buy things that
last a long time. Throw away less in
your garbage."

"What does reuse mean?" another
scout asked.

"Reuse means use something again.
Use boxes for other things. Fill up
your bottles again instead of buying
new ones. Use cloth napkins. They
can be used over and over again after
washing. Tell your parents to use a
coffee mug that can be used again. Fix
things instead of throwing them out.
Give your old toys away. Have a

garage sale. Just try not to throw it all
away."

"What does recycle mean?" Von
asked.

"Recycle is what my work is all
about. We collect newspapers and
magazines. We collect soup cans and
sauce jars. We collect all kinds of
things. There were 82 million tons
taken to recycling plants in 2009.
That's 82 million tons of waste that did
not go into landfills. Recycling saves
trees and other things we get from
Earth. We make new things from what
is collected. Recycling saves energy."

"Do you think there are things you
can recycle at home?" the guide said.

"Yes!" everyone answered.

"What could you recycle?" the
guide asked.

"I could recycle my father's
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newspaper," Peter said.

"That's right," the guide said.

"I could recycle my sister's baby
food jars," Max said.

"That's right," the guide said.

"I could recycle the soda bottles,"
John said

"That's right," the guide said. "Now
go home and do that. You'll be helping
all of us on Earth."

Reuse, Reduce, Recycle

Questions

1. What kind of place did the group
visit?
A. a neighbor's house
B. a movie theater
C. a school
D. a recycling plant

2. What kind of group made the visit?
A. second grade class
B. recycling after school club
C. Girl Scouts
D. Cub Scouts

3. What did the boys see on their way
in?
A. a landfill
B. a school
C. houses
D. seeds



Name

4. Which is NOT one of the 3Rs?
A. Reduce
B. Reuse
C. Refill
D. Recycle

5. Which word means use something
again?
A. reduce
B. recycle
C. reuse
D. repeat

6. Which word means make less
garbage?
A. recycle
B. repeat
C. reduce
D. reuse

7. How many tons of recycling were
taken to plants instead of landfills in
2009?
A. 86 million
B. 6 million
C. 82 million
D. 8 million



	

Name ________________ 
 

I KNOW HOW TO RECYCLE 

plastic water bottle paper bag glass jar 

food cardboard box 

socks/clothes 

mirror 

wood/stick 

cooking pan aluminum soda can 

Directions: Sort the pictures by 
deciding if they can be recycled or 
is waste and goes in the trash. 



	

Name ________________ 
 

I KNOW HOW TO REDUCE, REUSE, AND 
RECYCLE 

Recycle 

Reuse 

Reduce 

Trading or selling toys instead of throwing them away. 

Composting: waste products are used to make fertilizer. 

Using less energy and water. 

Don’t use plastic forks and spoons; use reusable forks and spoons. 

Throw away paper scraps from activities into the correct bin. 

Collect plastic bottles, glass jars, soda cans, and cardboard. 

Directions: Sort the sentences by 
deciding if it is an example of 
reducing, reusing, or recycling. 



	

Name ________________ 
 

I CAN SAVE THE EARTH BY…… 



Name Date

Common Landforms
By Cindy Grigg

Look at a globe. You'll see most of it is colored blue.
That shows Earth's oceans. Oceans are big areas of salty
water. There are five oceans.

The large pieces of land are called continents.  There
are seven continents. You will see small bits of land on the
globe, too. An island is a small area of land that has water
all around it. Islands can be found in oceans, rivers, or lakes.
Australia is a large island. It has water all around it.
Australia is big. It is both an island and a continent.

A little less than one-third of Earth's surface is land. Not all of Earth's land looks the same.
When we talk about Earth's land, we use lots of different words to describe its features. Features
are things like the shape or the height of the land. All landforms were made by natural processes.
Different landforms were formed in different ways.

There are mountains and valleys. Mountains are tall and rocky land. They have high
elevation. Elevation means the distance above or below sea level. Sea level has zero elevation.
Mountains rise high above the land around them. A mountain's height is measured in its relation
to sea level. Mountains often have pointed tops. They have steep sides. Mountains are taller than
hills. The Rocky Mountains are the highest mountains in the United States. They are folded
mountains. They were formed when two of Earth's tectonic plates pushed up against each other.
Some mountains are formed by volcanoes.

Valleys are the lower land between mountains or hills. Often a river or stream runs through
a valley. Stream-eroded valleys have a shape like the letter "V." Valleys that have been made by
glaciers have a shape like the letter "U." That is because glaciers scrape soil and rock away from
the sides as well as the bottom of the valley.

Plains are large, mostly flat areas of land. The Great Plains area makes up about one-half
of the whole country of the United States! This area is also called the interior plains because it is
found in the interior of the U.S. The Great Plains lies between the Rocky Mountains and the
Mississippi River. The land of the Great Plains is fairly flat. It has grass and a few trees. Much of
the grass has been plowed so the land can grow crops. About two-thirds of the U.S.'s wheat crop
comes from the Great Plains.

Coastal plains are low lands along the coastline of continents. Coastal plains often have
swamps and marshes. These areas have grass and other plants growing there, but they are often
flooded with water. The Atlantic Coastal Plain stretches along the East Coast of the United
States. A coastal plain is not completely flat. It has low, rolling hills. The Gulf Coastal Plain is
found along the Gulf of Mexico in the Southeast U.S.

Plateaus are higher areas of land that rise steeply from the land around them. They are
mostly flat on top. These areas were pushed up by forces inside the Earth. The Colorado Plateau
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is a well-known plateau. It lies west of the Rocky Mountains. The Colorado River runs through
this plateau and helped form the Grand Canyon. A canyon is a narrow valley with steep sides.
Canyons are formed by erosion. The Grand Canyon was formed by erosion by the Colorado
River.

Lakes are bodies of fresh water. They are surrounded by land. The Great Lakes were
formed by a glacier about 10,000 years ago. The Great Lakes are found on the northern border of
the U.S. Four of the lakes are shared with Canada. The five Great Lakes hold about one-fifth of
the Earth's liquid fresh water.

The United States has different landforms. Each has different features. Each was formed in
different ways.

Common Landforms

Questions

1. The Rocky Mountains were formed by ______.
A. erosion by the Colorado River
B. volcanoes
C. a glacier
D. movement of the Earth's tectonic plates

2. About one-half of the land of the United States is which landform?
A. the Great Lakes
B. the Great Plains
C. the Gulf Coastal Plain
D. the Rocky Mountains

3. Coastal plains are low lands along the coastline of continents. Which two are named in the
story?

4.  Which two landforms were caused by glaciers?
A. U-shaped valleys and the Great Lakes
B. V-shaped valleys and the Rocky Mountains
C. the Grand Canyon and the Great Lakes
D. none of the above
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5. How old are the Great Lakes?
A. about 5,000 years
B. about 50,000 years
C. about 500 million years
D. about 10,000 years

6. Coastal plains often have ______ and ______.
A. deserts and cold temperatures
B. mountains and valleys
C. swamps and marshes
D. plateaus and canyons

7. Where are the Great Lakes located?
A. on the southern border of the U.S.
B. on the northern border of the U.S.
C. on the East Coast
D. on the West Coast

8. Land in the Great Plains is used for ______.
A. growing crops like wheat
B. mining
C. oil drilling
D. none of the above

Which landform is your favorite? Why do you like it best? Give reasons for your answer.



 



 


