
3rd Grade Language Arts Packet (Cover Letter) 

Week of April 13-17 

Day One, April 13, “Zel, the Gentle Donkey” – Pages 22-27  

Passage to read  

Questions and Answers 

*Writing Response: Included on pages 26 and 27- You can use the lines on pages 26 
and 27 to write your response. The directions tell you to use details from the story to 
answer this prompt. Remember that means to look back at the passage and, “Show me 
the proof!” 

****Additional “Tools for Instruction” are included on pages 28, 29, and 30. This is 
included for families to use as a resource for determining the message, lesson, or 
moral of a story/passage while working on these pages.  Read the instructions and 
guide the student through the activity.  

Day Two, April 14, “How the Bat Got Wings”- Pages 38-39 

Passage to read 

Questions and Answers 

*Writing Prompt: What is your favorite animal that can fly? Why do you like it? 
Where does it live? Describe the animal using adjectives (describing words).  

Day Three, April 15, “True or False” – Pages 41-46 

Passage to read 

Questions and Answers 

*Writing Prompt included on page 46 *You may want to use “sequence of events” 
words to retell the story in your own words like the directions tell you to do. 

(First, Then, Next, After that, and Last are some ways that you may begin some of 
your sentences.)  

 



Day Four, April 16, “Following the Stars” – Pages 47-51 

Passage to read 

Questions and Answers 

*No writing prompt required for today! If you want an extra activity for the day, using 
your speaking and listening skills, have a conversation with a family member(s) about 
taking a nature walk in the summer. Discuss where you may go for your walk, how 
you would get there, and what you might see as you and your family have this 
adventure. Be creative! Enjoy the conversation. If you don’t have anyone to talk to 
this about, you can imagine what it might be like if you and your family/friends could 
take a nature walk one day.  

 

Day Five, April 17, “Grammar - Possessive Nouns” – Pages 52-53 

Read the directions and complete pages 52 and 53.  

Once you are finished with page 53, please write a sentence using a possessive noun. 
You can use the last blank page of this packet. After you write your sentence, draw a 
picture to match it. You may write more sentences with possessive nouns and draw 
matching pictures if you wish! (You are only required to do one, but we would love 
for you to do a few more!) 

*If you can’t think of a possessive noun to use, you may look page on page 53 and use 
one(s) from that page.  

 

Try your best! Contact your reading teachers if you have any questions about this 
work!  

                                    

                                      Sincerely, 

 Your Third Grade Reading Teachers 
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Independent Practice

128 Lesson 8 Determining the Central Message

Genre: Folktale

1  Long ago, there was a gentle donkey named Zel. Everyone in 
town loved Zel because she was so pleasant and kind. But Zel’s owner, 
Madame Charity, was angry and mean. She was so mean that she threw 
rocks at birds for singing too loud. She yelled at little boys when they 
laughed. But she was the meanest of all to poor Zel.

2  Every Saturday, Madame Charity sold sugar and rice at a market. 
Whoever arrived earliest sold the most. But Madame Charity always 
woke up late. Then she got angry and yelled at Zel, who had done 
nothing wrong.

3  In a huff, Madame Charity would then load heavy bags of rice and 
sugar onto Zel’s back. Last, she climbed on top of it. “Hurry, Zel!” she 
yelled. “Get me to market as fast as you can!” Although Zel always 
trotted as fast as she could, it was never fast enough for Madame Charity.

WORDS TO KNOW
As you read, look 
inside, around, and 
beyond these words 
to figure out what 
they mean.

• trotted/trotting

• stall

the Gentle Donkey
a folktale from Haiti

Read
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Day 1, April 13



23© 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved. Grade 3 • Packet 1, Section 1

Determining the Central Message Lesson 8

129Lesson 8 Determining the Central Message

4  One day, Zel’s friend Touloulou the crab visited. “Did you have a 
good day at the market?” asked Touloulou.

5  “Madame Charity was mad at me all day. I work as hard as I can, but 
she is always mean to me.”

6  “Madame Charity is always late. She won’t blame herself, so she 
blames you,” said Touloulou.

7  “Yes,” said Zel. “And because everyone is afraid of her angry tongue, 
she never sells much at the market.”

8 “I will help you,” said Touloulou.
9  The next Saturday, Madame Charity woke up at 9 a.m. “Oh, no! I’m 

late again!” she yelled. As she tossed her heavy bags onto Zel’s back, 
Touloulou the crab grabbed onto the hem of her long skirt. Madame 
Charity climbed on Zel’s back. Touloulou held tightly to her skirt.
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